Formation of the Negro Southern League

On March 2, 1920 several baseball executives met in Atlanta, Georgia and formed the
Negro Southern League. Team owners representing the following cities attended the
meeting: Atlanta, Birmingham, Chattanooga, Greenville, Jacksonville, Knoxuville,
Montgomery, Nashville, New Orleans and Pensacola.

Baseball executives that attended the meeting in Atlanta were:

Executive

W.J. Shaw

Frank M. Perdue
J. Barber

Mal Carter

Henry Brinson
Dr. O.M. Thompson
J.R. Kennedy
Godfrey Williams
W.M. Brooks
Monroe D. Young
Henry Hannon
J.W. White
Marshall Garrett
Fred Caulfield
Dan Brown

Team

Atlanta
Birmingham
Birmingham
Chattanooga
Chattanooga
Greenville (SC)
Greenville (SC)
Jacksonville
Knoxville
Knoxville
Montgomery
Nashville
Nashville

New Orleans
Pensacola

During the meeting, the following baseball executives were elected to Negro Southern

League positions:

Frank W. Perdue
R.H. Tabor
W.M. Brooks
W.J. Shaw

Position
Birmingham President
Nashville Vice-President
Knoxville Secretary

Treasurer

Each team paid a $ 200 franchise fee to the “league.”

One of the main rules passed by the team owners was to limit each team’s roster to a

maximum of 14 players.

The season was scheduled to start on April 29" and conclude play on September 19"
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SOUTHERN BASEBALL LEAGUE IS FORMED

Ten Cities Are Represented at the
xﬁeting; Circuit Is to Join the
- National League in 1921

Atlanla, Ga, March *—Qotting in-’ {3 & Southiern Loagne team only on

#pieation from the Natlonal Weslern:
Bascbull Circult, recontly organized at,
Kansna Clly, Mo, with "Ruhs” Foster,
83 ncting president aml sacretery, R~y
baseball meeting was held bere March
2 for tha purpose of  orzanfzing
HKoulhern Circult. Thoe folluwing culc.sl
WOro represcpted:

Nashville, Birmlagham, Knoxwville,
Chaltanoaga, Greenville, 8 C Athanta,
Jacksanviile, Menhlgomrry, ["etucola
and Now Orloans, Among tha basehall
men who have staled that they would
bo in ntirndanca arc W, M. Brooks And
Monroo D, Young, of Knoxvilla; Mal
Carter and Heney Brinson, of Chatta-
nuoga; 5. W, White ond Marshull Oar.
rott, of Nuuhville; Dr. O, M. Themp-
son nnd J. It, Kennedy, nt Greenvilla:
. M. Purdue and f. 1. Barbor, of
Birmingbam; Henry loannon, of Mont -
gomery: Dian Hrown, of Ienmicols:
Godfraey Willinmy, of Jackzonviile, and
red Caulficld, of Now Orleans, ami.
W, I, thaw, i

+  Buppsrt of Whits Leagua

The organization of this leaguas has.
the support of the lending men In tha!
Houthern League Tho plan s for this !
tegpue (o work in conjuncilon with thn.
Routhern Leagne owhiie), the gamew
being scheduled in a town where lhtre;

W s

daten whien tho w ame g L
thyﬂ:oad. hMta teamn ure on
org 1a tatk of having “Itube™ Jos-
ter, Dave Wyntt and f?:ql::v R, Lowin of
the Chiearge Defondoy, come hepa itnd
give hmpetus Lo the leazue uned haelp
make it o big gucersa i tho stare. It
i likely that the Southern bascran will
in the neay faturs berome o poast of
thrn Natlonul Negre Bascball Loagus,
which “Jtubie™ Foster fu b mind 1231
« II. Lautior, wha renrosented the
focal team, stited to = Nofonder ro-
porter that be “expected tio lengin 19
be a big flnanchid succeas  Chut the
irfendor would be w hic {aclevy  in
muking it a "go." Qthcr meciings Wil
bo halid tn keep the fess ¢ Bigh., AN af
:!l"i?l :':lnc‘b:lll 'mm?mt-w whno ltended
4 2at pratse for the spo gy
the Chicngo Dofonsler. poct page uf
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Southern League Formed
“Montgomery, A, Aprll 12—Vinal
pluna for the completion of the pro-
pused Negro Southern Busohall leagus
rasitited I tha formitlon of an elghit
elub elrcuit, with a bright prospect of
10 citliea composing the finul arcange-
ment of tho organization. A bird's-
eye view of the lcaguo revenls excel-
lent grounds fur the success of tho
ventwre: the cition selectod appear to
be uboul evenly halunced In populn-
tion, have pood traasportation fuclil-
ties nwd nre not teo long n distance
reanoved fromy enachh other for a heavy
millenge tn cut serlvos inroads, and
thus welgh heavily apninst the proper
financial progress of thoe promoters.
C. 1. Paylor. who wus cltad for con-
spienous serviece Lhrough putting into
Leing @ ke vrganization In the north-
v.est, was n deeply Intlerested partici-
pnut in the finnd arrangements, and
Lis words of wisdom went n lang ways
lownrds c:m‘.mlrnnlni( options ou fran-
chises, “The followlug cities nualifled |
for feanchises In tha new lenguos
Binvingham, Nashvie, Knoxville, At-
Einta, VPrensacold,  Montgomery, Naw
Urleans, Jauwksonville,. A committen |
on the arcangement of a  schedule |
hapes by 1he erid of the week to have
thelr dites alloeted, as the openlng
dav s set for April 9,




The teams that competed in the inaugural season of the Negro Southern League and the final
order of standing were as follows:

1920 Games Record Pct.

Memphis Red Sox 37 27-10 730
Knoxville Giants 76 55-21 124
Montgomery Grey Sox 86 47-39 547
Atlanta Black Crackers 84 45-39 .536
Birmingham Black Barons 82 43-39 524
New Orleans Caulfield Ads 82 43-39 524
Nashville White Sox 80 40-40 .500
Jacksonville Stars 44 18-26 409
Chattanooga 30 11-19 .367
Louisville 29 5-24 A72

The Nashville White Sox defeated the Montgomery Grey Sox four straight games in a Play-Off
Series. The White Sox won the games by scores of 2-1, 3-2, 2-1 and 3-1 to claim the 1920 Negro
Southern League championship title.





